							Name: ________________________
“The Pardoner’s Tale”
Checking for Understanding
1.) Why do the men from the bar go searching for death?



2.) How does the old man feel about his age and death?



3.) Why does the old man tell the three men to go to the tree to find death when there are really bushels of gold underneath the tree?



4.) Based on the outcome of the tale, what is money associated with?



5.) What is the moral that The Pardoner is trying to get across in the telling of this tale?



Connecting to The Prologue
1.) What are some characteristics of The Pardoner in The Prologue? Is he pure? Sinful? Grotesque? Attractive? Point to specific lines.



2.) How is what you discovered above in complete contradiction with The Pardoner’s role or duty of storytelling for moral purposes? Find two quotes from The Prologue that contradict the fact that The Pardoner tells moral stories.



3.) During this time, the Catholic Church was going under Reformation and many rules were not clear. The real “rule” when it came to sinning was that you were to confess your sins, be determined to avoid them in the future, but some penance was also still owed. The Pardoner took advantage of this situation by convincing people that if they paid him they would be relieved of their sins. In return, he would tell them a story with a moral to it. Based on this information, how did The Pardoner take advantage of the situation of his times in order to make a couple of bucks? How would he have justified it?




4.) Is The Pardoner still doing a good deed even though it is done with the wrong intentions? Can this still be considered a “moral tale?”
